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SOUTH AUSTRALIA - RIGHT IN THE CENTER OF IT ALL, 
by Don Dunstan, Premier of South Australia. 
South Australia is clearly about to enter a new and 
dynamic period of growth. All the signs are there, 
and in recent weeks it has become more than common 
to see newspaper articles pointing to this fact. 
We've already got big things going for us. Strong 
consumer industries, high-skill industries, new mining 
discoveries, and a great influx of highly expert 
executive grade industries. 
As part of the Government's overall plans in increasing 
this development, there are every day new development 
opportunities being offered to us. Take the film 
industry - throughout Australia the talk is that 
Adelaide is well in the running for major film 
industry developments* Tourism is another new development. 
We've ignored ourselves too long. We've got plenty to 
boast about and Adelaide is clearly set to become the 
South Pacific tourist and conference center. An important 
announcement in this area will be made in the near future. 
All this is not surprising. For the first time in its 
history South Australia's development is following a 
carefully plotted course. It is not proceeding piece-
meal as it has in the past* At the moment we are just 
starting to move, but within several years the fruits of planning 
will be seen, and by the end of the seventies we will be an 
industrial design and technological center of Australia. 
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Already a number of important foundations for this plan 
have been laid. 
Australia's future lies in the South East Asian and 
Pacific region and the Government realises this 
perhaps more than any other State Government. We also 
realise that a successful trade relationship with 5outh 
East Asia must be built around personal contact and 
specialized knowhow* With this mind, we have already 
established an agency in> Japan, and are setting up now 
agencies in Singapore, Hong Kong and Djakarta. These 
agencies will be the information posts of the Government. 
They'll be able to tell us what to sell or how to get 
development. A permanent Trade Promotions officer will 
rove between them, maintaining an overall development 
brief for the Government. 
We intend to do the same thing in Europe. A Roving 
Trade Promotions officer, working out of London, will 
have as his brief trade and capital development for 
South Australia from European jbrade and industry centers. 
It is encouraging that such a bright future is backed 
by bright present. During the last few months South 
Australia's growth rate has been vigorous. 
Its population has reached 1*164,700 and during the 
last financial year South Australia was the only 
State to record a rise in its population rate. 
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Other pleasing signs have been statistics showing 
that during the June quarter the flow of people out 
of the State stopped, while people from the eastern 
States left their homes to come to South Australia 
for employments 
ThB number of assisted migrants entering South Australia 
is increasing. More than 15,500 settled here in the 
twelve months ended August 31 this year, an increase 
of 10.4 p.c, on the same period last year* 
Marriages are also increasing. 
These three factors have been -felt dramatically by 
the building industry, and statistics show a most 
encouraging rise in the value of building approvals. 
The value of business premises approvals for the year 
ended July 31 was an all time high of This is a 
remarkable figure when during the last four years the 
value has been as low as S22M. 
There were more than 12,500 housing and flat approvals 
during the last financial year, an increase of more 
than 20 p.c. on the number of approvals during the 
1968/69 financial year. 
The West Lakes Scheme is under way, and this will call for 
the construction of housing and facilities for 18,000 people. 
During the current financial year other major building 
contracts announced for Adelaide total more than $35M. 
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All these factors will ensure the future stability 
of our building industry. 
Mineral development and exploration has also forged 
ahead. Mining operations were worth almost SlOOM. 
to the State during the last calendar year, representing 
a 30 p.c. increase on the previous' financial year. 
Mining companies are operating more than 160 leases 
in South Australia, and have already located oil near 
Gidgealpa-Moomba, and copper at Kanmantoo, Burra and . 
Mt* Guhson. There have also been additional natural 
gas finds, and an increase in iron ore production in 
the Middleback Ranges. 
Industrial development has been well to the fore, and a 
number of companies have announced their intention to 
either, establish here, or expand their present South 
Australian facilities. 
Wilkins and Mitchell, Johns and Waygood* and Perry 
Engineering Co. have established jointly a company 
to undertake engineering design and research and 
development of mechanical and hydraulic presses. 
BHP has announced its intention to build two 15*000 ton 
roll-on roil-off vessels at Whyalla. 
MFG Boat Co. Pty. Ltd., has announced an $80*000 
expansion programme at Parafield for the manufacture 
of fibreglass hovercraft bodies and transportable 
holiday homes. 
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Fasson Pty. Ltd. is to establish a SIM. manufacturing plant 
at Elizabeth to produce self adhesive materials. 
Wilkins Servis is planning to establish a S2.5M. washing 
machine factory at Elizabeth. 
APCEL Pulp and Paper Mills has announced a $12M, factory 
expansion programme. 
Tyree Industries Ltd. is to extend its company's South 
Australian production by 70 p.c.. 
Nylex Corporation is to establish a $5M, plastic facbry 
at Elizabeth. 
Sola International, which manufactures sun glasses and. 
optical components has. announced plans for a S1.3M. 
factory at Lonsdale* 
At Mount Gambier, Associated Products and Distribution 
Pty. Ltd. is establishing a Sl*5Mf frozen vegetable 
operation. 
Also in the South-East the Woods and Forests Department 
will establish 20,000 acres of new forests at an 
estimated cost of $2M. 
GMH is to expand its Elizabeth plant at a cost of S8.7M. 
The linking of the standard gauge to all the main 
industrial areas of Adelaide will enable these and other 
manufacturers to have unimpeded access to all mainland 
capital cities* But even before this important 
transport link is completed, Whyalla industrial complex 
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will become part of this network through the construction 
of a new line between the city and Port Augusta. 
This rationalisation of the railway system will 
contribute to the development of industry in the 
north of the State and to the regional industrial 
complex of Whyalla, Port Augusta and Port Pirie 
while the shipping situation will be improved further 
by a 87M. scheme to widen and deepen the Port River 
to allow for greater tonnages. 
With South Australian agriculture the coming decade 
will be a period of great challenge. As South 
Australian farmers adapt themselves to the changing 
marketing situation, the agricultural industry will 
continue to be a viable part of the South Australian 
economy. 
This year has been a good average year for primary 
producers. After adverse seasonal conditions for 
the first eight months recent rains have greatly 
improved the industry's prospects. 
All these things combine a formula for success. 
And in the 'seventies South Australia will be successful. 
It will be the Australian pacesetter. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
